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DUNKERY TIDINGS: parish magazine for the parishes of 
TIMBERSCOMBE & WOOTTON COURTENAY 

 

Rector 
 

Rev Caroline Ralph 
The Rectory, Church Lane, Carhampton,  
Minehead TA24 6NT                               Day off  Monday 
e-mail:caroline@249ralph.eclipse.co.uk 

821812 

   

Associate 
Priest 

Revd. Margaret Jackson 
e-mail: rev.mjackson@gmail.com  822501 

   

Parish Tracey Staples 821812 

Administrator Office hours Wednesday a.m. & Thursday all day 
e-mail: dunsterbenefice@gmail.com 

Magazine 
Editor 

Miss Sarah Campbell, Combe House, 
Timberscombe TA24 7TU 

07944 
082995 

  E: dunkerytidings@gmail.com 
 

ST PETROCK’S, TIMBERSCOMBE 
Visit the St Petrock’s page on https://timberscombevillage.com/st-petrocks-church-2/ 

   

CHURCH Mr John Gratton, Greathouse Farm, Church St. 841490 
WARDENS: Mrs M. Holcombe, Church View, Church St. 841443 
   

PCC Secretary Mrs J Gratton, Greathouse Farm, Church St. 841490 

PCC Treasurer: Mrs Marion Moncrieff, Waterside, Great House St. 841318 

BELLRINGING: Mrs Elisabeth Powls 841055 

ORGANIST: Mrs S Donovan 841028 

PRE-SCHOOL contact Anita & Joanne 07586820133 

Timb. C of E VA School 
 
 

 
 841259 

 

Safeguarding rep. 
 
Tracey Staples  
    

821812 
 

 

ALL SAINTS’, WOOTTON COURTENAY 
 

Visit the All Saints’ website via:  www.achurchnearyou.com 

PCC Secretary  
 

 

PCC Treasurer: Mr Andy Giles, Villagers’ Stores, Wootton 
Courtenay. TA24  8RD 

841582 

ORGANIST: Mr Marcus Capel 841218 
BELL RINGING Mrs Elisabeth Powls 841055 

mailto:e-mail%3Acaroline@249ralph.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:dunkerytidings@gmail.com
https://timberscombevillage.com/st-petrocks-church-2/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/
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Dear Friends, 

August  

The month of July has rather blown in and out. All the lovely weather replaced by 

indifferent days and some rain. Well, it’s good for the garden. There was what 

beekeepers call a honey flow of honey on – a period when there are lots of flowers 

and the lime trees were in blossom. The bees go crazy trying to collect it all and the 

frames in the hives fill with honey almost as you watch. 

Big Boy the cockerel and I have had issues. He is now all grown up and a 

magnificent spectacle, as he well knows. He takes excellent care of his girls but his 

hormone levels are a trial, slightly to them and very much to me. It is no joke being 

attacked by a cockerel. All the online advice on the chicken forums (yes there are 

such things), after the coq au vin, say pick him up and carry him about. I don’t want 

to go near him. However, after an incident when he went for me with wings and 

spurs, I looked at my knee to discover a large patch of spreading blood, where I 

had been stabbed. 

The next morning as I let them out, I dived for him and grabbed his tail feathers. He 

ran away. I let go. The next day, in jacket and thick leather gloves, I grabbed him in 

the coop. The screams were pitiful (his, not mine). The girls huddled together in 

terror. I tucked him firmly under my arm and carried him over to the food and put 

him down. On the way, he and I made a discovery. He found I was not so 

frightening as I looked. I discovered he was a chicken. He was at least as worried 

about me as I was of him. The following day, I lunged for him again and carried him 

out. The screams were less. The day after, he dodged and jumped out. But the 

point was made. The attacks stopped. 

Well mostly.  

Well, at least I don’t let him get away with it any more. 

Arthur and Merlin are enjoying the remains of lockdown and are aggrieved if I have 

to go out. The garden is doing well and I am off to attend to my tomato plants. 

Well, you can see the “thought” a mile off – sometimes we have to take hold of 

unpleasant things to discover they are not nearly as bad as we thought. As Fred 

Rogers says in A beautiful day in the neighbourhood, the film starring Tom Hanks 

which I thoroughly recommend, everything can and should be talked about. And if it 

can be talked about, it can be managed. He was a man who had no anger. He was 

also a Presbyterian minister. We live in an angry world. Fred Rogers prayed for all 

the people he met by name. I am trying to do the same. 

Rev. Caroline Ralph 
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Time for a rest 
 

I’m tired!  I don’t know about you?  And yet I am getting up later and going to 

bed earlier than I was accustomed to before the pandemic struck.  I’m travelling 

less, indeed I still have an almost full tank of petrol and have had to call out the 

AA three times because the battery has died!  I’m at home principally, but my 

working day has got fuller and more demanding as time has gone on. 

 

So, I’m planning a holiday!  A retreat and some study leave.  Having been 

ordained 24 years I have yet to have a period of sabbatical and I’m looking 

forward to it!  It is not going to take the form I would have planned.  There will 

not be the opportunity of a trip overseas or a residential conference to attend, 

but there will be plenty of time for family, rest, reading and reflection. 

 

What about you?  I know some of you might be feeling that our children have 

had one big holiday at home since lockdown but I can assure you that they, their 

parents and their teachers have all been working hard to ensure that learning 

can continue even though the normal patterns have been disturbed.  Whether 

we have been working from home, furloughed or feeling alone in isolation, each 

of us will I expect have experienced something of the sense of weariness that 

heightened anxiety, change of routine and uncertain expectation brings. 

 

So I want to encourage you to take some time off.  There’s a fabulous little 

children’s story called, Jesus’ Day Off, which you might like read as an example 

of the need for even the Creator to re-create.  The example of Sabbath rest 

which our Creator God offers us in the opening chapters of the Bible, speak to 

us of the need for taking time to put down the tools of work and take space to 

reflect and rest.   

 

We have spent the past few months in lockdown in order to keep ourselves 

physically healthy.  Let’s make sure that in these next few months we attend as 

much to our spiritual and emotional health, by discovering sabbath rest! 

 

With every blessing 

Bishop Ruth 
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Please email the editor at …….. dunkerytidings@gmail.com 
For July DUNKERY TIDINGS 

Final Copy Please by 7pm on 20th August  

 

Timberscombe C of E First School News 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dunkerytidings@gmail.com
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As always, we are very grateful to all our advertisers for continuing to support our 

Parish magazine. Please could you in your turn show your appreciation not only by 

using them, but also by telling them where you have seen their name. 

  

TAKEAWAY AND  DUNKERY BEACON COUNTRY HOUSE 

DELIVERY SERVICE "Gourmet to Go" service every Fri & Sat offering freshly- 

 
made meals, artisan bread, bottles of wine. For menu see blog 
page at www.dunkerybeaconaccommodation.co.uk 

  Tel: 01643 841241 Pre-order by Thurs 

 

AGRICULTURAL RICHARD PLUCK 01643 841270 

SERVICES Field topping, harrowing, rolling 07786241892 

 Digger work, concreting, etc.  
 

 

CARPETS & TONY BROOKE CARPETS & FLOORING 01984 632206 

FLOORING Carpets, vinyl, flotex, wood & natural flooring, safety   

 flooring, wet rooms, rugs, runners, mats, blinds and more!  

Units 2&3, Roughmoor Industrial Estate, Williton TA4 4RF 
 

CHIMNEY JACK WINTERMANTLE Mob:  07583 001066   

SWEEP  All flues professionally swept. A clean, tidy & personable  

SERVICES service using traditional and modern sweeping techniques.  

 Insurance approved certificates issued. HETAS & NACS qualified. 

www.wintermantle-chimneysweep.uk Tel:01643 842962 (answerphone) 

 

CHIROPODY EXMOOR PODIATRY 01643 705020 

& PODIATRY Susan Aitken offers a full range of effective treatments in her 
 Minehead Clinic, including ingrowing nail removal 
 and customised insoles. Home visits available. 

 
 

PRIVATE CHEF Private chef & catering, wedding & event catering 

& CATERER Visit the website www.claires.kitchen 

 email 

www.claireskitchen@outlook.com 

Mobile 07799 066 638 

 

 

   
   

PROPERTY     RANSCOMBE PROPERTY SERVICES     01643 708432 

MAINTENANCE     Interior & Exterior Building Maintenance /             07900 011057 

                          Repair, Bathroom / Kitchen fitting, Alterations, Painting &  

                          Decorating, Tiling, Roofing & Guttering; Call Steve. 

http://www.dunkerybeaconaccommodation.co.uk/
http://www.wintermantle-chimneysweep.uk/
http://www.claires.kitchen/
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ELECTRICAL  MINEHEAD RADIO, Friday Street 01643 702525 

RETAILER Top Brands, Quick Delivery and Local Service  

 On all Home Entertainment and Kitchen Appliances  
 

FENCING BARRY FOWLER FARM & TIMBER PRODUCTS  

SHEDS ETC Fencing materials supplied and erected. 01643 821012 

 Gates, wood & metal. Timber buildings for dogs, horses,   

 chickens etc. Garden sheds supplied. 01643 841650 

 

FURNITURE &  STUARTS HOME FURNISHERS 01643 707974 

FLOORING,  27 Friday Street, Minehead  

CURTAINS & BLINDS   
 

 

FUNERAL  HEDLEY PRICE 01643 703111 

DIRECTORS Independent Family Funeral Directors (24 hours) 

 

Chapel of Rest. 24-hour personal service. 

 

 

 

GARDENING GREENSMITH GARDENS Contact Denis on mobile  

 Hard and Soft landscaping  07507594677 

 Patios, all walling, fencing and driveways  

 

GENTLEMEN’S HARVEY JONES 01643 702231 

OUTFITTERS 18 Park Street, Minehead  
 

HEALING  Dr. BEATE FANKHÄNEL                    0758 255 0 255 

ENERGY WORK Medical Doctor and HEALER offers Holistic Therapy to  

 
people and animals. More info  https://healedbe.co.uk 
 

  

LOGS LOGS FOR SALE - Richard Pluck  

 Pero Cottage, Harwood, Timberscombe, 01643 841270 

 Seasoned logs: ideal for log-burners / open fires 07786241892 

   

MONUMENTAL FINE MEMORIALS 01643 709405 

SCULPTOR 2 Holloway Street Minehead TA24 5NP  

 Independent Local Mason  

 

PAINTER & PHILIP GRIFFIN, Wootton Courtenay 01643 841245 

DECORATOR Painting, Decoration, Building Maintenance 07771 566819 

 and Repairs E: griffin833@btinternet.com 

https://healedbe.co.uk/
https://maps.google.com/?q=2+Holloway+Street+%0D%0A+Minehead+%0D%0A+Somerset+%0D%0A+TA24+5NP&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2+Holloway+Street+%0D%0A+Minehead+%0D%0A+Somerset+%0D%0A+TA24+5NP&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=2+Holloway+Street+%0D%0A+Minehead+%0D%0A+Somerset+%0D%0A+TA24+5NP&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:griffin833@btinternet.com


  

8 
 

 

KAREN ABRAHAM    Yoga classes in Dunster & surround. Private   07484187420 

YOGA CLASSES          home tuition including chair yoga.        

                                         karenabraham@hotmail.co.uk 

 

GARDEN SERVICES  *Garden Maintenance *Fencing *Paving          

 KNOWLE GARDEN    *Turfing *Planning *Garden Clearance         07748003754 

          SERVICES           *All other work considered                           Contact Russell 

 

YOGA CLASSES          Class in Wheddon Cross – Monday Evenings       

 TERRY BRUCE           Private sessions in your home for 1 or 2 people,     

                                         Tailored to your individual need.                     07961892526 

 

SHIATSU                       A physical therapy that offers support for 

TERRY BRUCE           Physical & emotional challenges.  

Helping you to relax, relieve tension, address challenging                 

emotions and thrive!                                        07961892526 

 

 

EXMOOR PLUMBING RELIABLE PLUMBER, NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 Radiators, cylinders, tanks, bathroom suites, taps, ball-valves, 01984 639629 

 Washers, showers, soil-pipes, wastepipes, gutters 07970 632114 

 
ALL PLUMBING WORK COVERED 

 
 

SOFT TISSUE EMILY CATFORD BSC MSMA 07826143611 

THERAPY Treating both sporting and non-sporting  

 
aches/pains and injuries 

 
 

 

 WINDOW WOMAN AND LOCKSMITH Minehead 

LOCKSMITH & 

Steamed up double glazed unit 

replacement. Locksmith. Hinges, 

Handles, Seals, Draughts & leaks.  

 

07967 314 323 

REPAIR SERVICE UPVC, Wood & Aluminium - All can be repaired. 

   

mailto:karenabraham@hotmail.co.uk
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Friends of St Petrock 

 

 

 

The Orchard Social Club 

Events at the Orchard Social Club in August 
   

Wednesday lunches will continue as a take-away or home delivery basis 
only. Please contact John by 10am the Tuesday before. Thank you 

 

 

All events take place in the Old Dairy unless otherwise stated  

For bookings and information please phone John on 07815 693 627   

 

 

Timberscombe Good Neighbours 
 
Timberscombe Good Neighbours involves a group of local volunteers 
who offer a service to those in need to help and support eg. The elderly, 
disabled, those temporarily in need through illness etc.  
Although Good Neighbour Schemes are not there to replace the work 
done by Social Services or other professional care agencies, they can 
play a key role in community life. 
 
If you feel you or someone you know could benefit from Timberscombe 
Good Neighbours, especially during these difficult times of self-isolating, 
please contact Joy Booth (co-ordinator) Tel. No 07391870332. 
 

 

 

 

 
  

August  
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Wootton Courtenay Notes 

 

August 

 

  

 “  

Wootton Courtenay Diary Dates 

 

The cleaning rota for the Village Hall has been suspended for the time being as the hall is not 

currently in use. 

 

The cleaning rota for All Saints’ Church has been suspended until further notice, but will 

resume once the church reopens.  

 

 

 

WOOTTON COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB 

 

WOOTTON COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL  

100 CLUB 

 
  

Congratulations to the following  
JULY 2020 winners 

 
1st Prize - Mr and Mrs B H Turner 

2nd Prize - Alyson Govier 
3rd Prize - Stephen Johns 

 

Cash prizes have been delivered to the winners or winners notified 
 

Nicky and Lesley - Promoters 
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